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Register results 


The following actions, regulations or standards have been taken or issued by Federal agencies. They 
have all previously been summarized in CONSUMER REGISTER as proposals or requests for assistance. The 
extent of consumer comment on each item is reported when such information is available. 


@ On Aug. 15, Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) accepted an offer from the Consumer 
Safety Glazing Committee (CSGC) to develop a mandatory safety standard for architectural glass (such 
as picture windows or sliding glass patio doors). It is expected that the CSGC will develop the standard 
by Oct. 25. All consumers interested in helping with this standard should get in touch with M. N. Zeolla, 
Project Manager, 1 Gateway Center, Pittsburgh, PA 15222, or telephone 412-434-3315. CPSC received 2 
existing standards in response to its May 28 request & 4 offers to develop a new standard. Details—Fed- 
eral Register: Aug. 23, page 30191; May 28, page 18502. CoNSUMER REGISTER: June 15. 


@ On Dec. 8, Agriculture Dept. will amend its regulations to provide that calendar dates (instead of 
codes) be used by processors who voluntarily choose an “open dating” system for meat & poultry prod- 
ucts. The freshness dates on the meat & poultry labels must be identified in 1 of the following ways: (1) 
“packing date,” (2) “sell by” date or (3) “use before” date, Agriculture received 441 comments: 359 com- 
ments were from consumers who were in favor of a calendar date accompanied by a statement explaining 
what the date means (example: “sell by Sept. 13, 1974,” not “sell by 9/13/74” or “9/13/74” alone). De- 


tails—Federal Register: Sept. 3, page 31880; Aug. 8, page 28515; March 21, 1973, page 7398. CoNSUMER 
REGISTER: April 15, 1973. 


@ On Oct. 7, Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) will ban any spray product for household 
use that is packaged in a container using vinyl chloride to create the spray. (Vinyl chloride is the chem- 
ical that has been linked to liver cancer). CPSC received 9 comments on the proposa! from 2 manufactur- 
ers, 1 trade association, 2 consumer groups & 4 individuals. The consumer groups & individuals agreed 
with the proposed ban; the trade association & manufacturers agreed with a qualification. Details—Fed- 
eral Register: Aug. 21, page 30112; May 23, page 18115. CONSUMER REGISTER: June 15. 


@ On Sept. 25, Food & Drug Administration (FDA) will ban the use of any aerosol drug or cosmetic 
product that contains vinyl chloride, the chemical that has been linked to liver cancer. FDA received com- 
ments from the American Academy of Pediatrics, a city consumer affairs unit, & an individual; all com- 
ments supported FDA’s proposal to ban the use of vinyl chloride. FDA is still requesting data on the ex- 
tent of usage of polyvinyl chloride containers & other matters pertaining to the safety of these contain- 
ers although the time limit for submitting the data was June 21. Send information to the Hearing Clerk, 
Food & Drug Administration, 5600 Fishers Lane, Rockville, MD 20852. Details—Federal Register: Aug. 
26, page 30830; April 22, page 14215. CONSUMER REGISTER: May 15. 


Details—Federal Register: July 3, page 24579. Send com- 
ments to Office of Noise Abatement & Control (AW-571), 
Crystal Mall, Arlington, VA 20460. 


Noisy trains 


Oct. 1 is deadline for comments on Environmental 
Protection Agency’s (EPA) proposal to reduce noise 
from trains operating across state lines, Proposed stand- 


ards are authorized by Noise Control Act of 1972. 


EPA says the proposal would bring relief to more 
than 500,000 Americans who are exposed to high levels 
of railroad noise. Most of these Americans live near rail- 
road tracks in highly populated areas. 


The proposed standards are expressed in A-weighted 
decibels measured at 30 feet. A decibel is a unit for meas- 
uring the relative loudness of the sound. 


To meet the standards, railroads would be required to: 

@ Install mufflers on locomotives—4 years from the 
effective date of the standard. 

@ Maintain rail cars, including eliminating excessive 
flat spots on wheels—270 days from the effective date of 
the standard. 

@ Establish noise standards that represent existing 
noise levels from properly maintained locomotives—also 
270 days from the effective date of the regulation. (EPA 
says this requirement would assure national uniformity 
while locomotives are being equipped with mufflers.) 


EPA estimates there are 27,000 diesel electric loco- 
motives in use in the U.S. 


Air travel for handicapped (continued) 


Sept. 30 is deadline for comments on Civil Aeronau- 
tics Board’s (CAB) proposal to require airlines certified 
by the board to file tariffs (schedule of rates or fares to 
be charged) containing rules for the transportation of the 
physically handicapped. 


(“Certificated” airlines are all long & short haul 
scheduled airlines & non-scheduled—called supplemental— 
airlines that have charter flights; they must have on file 
with CAB a currently effective schedule of fares.) 


On July 5, Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) 
[see CONSUMER REGISTER: Sept. 1] proposed a regulation 
to insure that the physically handicapped have access to 
air travel. CAB postponed its proposal on rates until 
FAA’s proposal was published. (FAA regulates plane 
safety; CAB regulates fares.) 


Purpose of the CAB proposed rule is to make air 
travel more readily & reasonably available to handi- 
capped persons. The rule would require the airlines’ fares 
covering physically handicapped persons to conform with 
FAA regulation. 





Presently, airlines have their own policies about carry- 
ing handicapped persons. Usually they have refused to 
carry them without attendants. They have justified their 
refusal on grounds of air safety because of the possibility 
that the handicapped persons may jeopardize their lives 
& lives of other passengers during an evacuation from a 
plane. FAA’s proposed regulations would change these 
rules, thus saving the handicapped person the cost of 
buying a ticket for an attendant in many cases. However, 
if it is actually necessary for him to have an attendant, 
CAB does not feel it is unreasonable for an airline to 
charge for the attendant’s seat. Also, CAB does not feel 
that the practice of charging multiple fares for stretcher 
passengers (who would need, say, 3 seats side by side) is 
unreasonable as long as the cost of fares is about the 
same as would be charged for other passengers occupy- 
ing the same number of seats. 


CAB says it is probably illegal under present regula- 
tions for an airline to offer a free or reduced priced 
ticket to an attendant. 


Details—Federal Register: Aug. 14, page 29199; July 5, 
page 24667; Aug. 29, 1973, page 23352; June 5, 1973, page 
14757. CONSUMER REGISTER: Sept. 1; Sept. 15, 1973. Send 
comments to Docket Section, Civil Aeronautics Board, 
Washington, DC 20428. 


Complaint records 


Oct. 3 is deadline for Consumer Product Safety Com- 
mission’s (CPSC) proposal to require that all dealers in 
consumer products keep records for 5 years of all con- 
sumer complaints they receive about product safety. The 
proposal also would require CPSC to be given access to 
these records. 


The proposed regulations would apply to all areas 
under CPSC’s jurisdiction: Consumer Product Safety Act, 
Flammable Fabrics Act, Federal Hazardous Substances 
Act, Poison Prevention Packaging Act & Refrigerator 
Safety Act. Information would help CPSC to eliminate or 
reduce the risks of injury resulting from use of consumer 
products. CPSC will use the information in: 

@ Determining priorities for future action. 

@ Identifying substantial product defects & hazardous 
products that should be taken off the market. 


Details—Federal Register: Sept. 3, page 31916. Send com- 
ments & requests for more detailed information about rec- 
ordkeeping requirements to Office of the Secretary, Con- 
sumer Product Safety Commission, 1750 K St. NW, Wash- 
ington, DC 20207. 


Plastics flammability 


Oct. 11 is deadline for comments on Federal Trade 
Commission’s (FTC) proposed trade regulation that would 
require plastics companies to warn consumers that certain 
plastic building materials are extremely flammable. 


FTC has been investigating the possible existence of 
fire hazards associated with certain foamed & cellular 
plastics, which are widely used to insulate houses & other 


Bookmatches 


Oct. 4 is deadline for Consumer Product Safety 
Commission’s (CPSC) request for assistance in writ- 
ing a mandatory safety standard for bookmatches. 
The invitation for assistance is open to organized 
groups as well as individual consumers who may 
wish to form a group for this purpose. (Under 
certain circumstances CPSC will contribute to the 
cost of preparing a group’s proposed standard.) 

CPSC says bookmatches were responsible for an 
estimated 6,200 injuries that required hospital emer- 
gency room treatment for the 6-month period from 
July 1, 1972, through Dec. 31, 1972. Typical injuries: 
(1) burns & eye injuries from matches that spark, 
fragment or have delayed ignition & (2) burns re- 
sulting from all matches in a book igniting. 
Details—Federal Register: Sept. 4, page 32050. 
Send inquiries & submit proposed standards to Sec- 
retary, Consumer Product Safety Commission, Wash- 
ington, DC 20207. Interested organizations may call 
CPSC (202-634-7700) for more specific information 
on submitting proposals for the standard. 


buildings. FTC learned that the insulation made of plastic 
is particularly dangerous when exposed to air. (Consumers 
shopping at a building supply store will recognize a cer- 
tain kind of dangerous plastic insulation: white, semi- 
rigid sheets of polystyrene, 2 ft. long, 4 ft. wide & 
% in. thick. There are from 6 to 8 sheets in a package— 


either wrapped in cellophane or bound together at the 
corners with cardboard.) 


Aug. 15 issue of CONSUMER NEWS: described other ac- 
tions FTC is taking to protect consumers from false safety 
claims about plastic foams. 


The rule, if adopted, would require the plastic foam 
manufacturers to fasten the following warning on the 
product where it is sold for use by non-professional build- 
ers (such as homeowners) & in all invoices: 

“Warning! This product is highly flammable 

& may constitute a severe fire hazard. Consult 

specific instructions for use accompanying this 

product.” 


Consumers would also have to be warned of the dan- 
ger of exposing the insulation to air as follows: 
“Warning! This product is highly flammable 
& may constitute a severe fire hazard. It should 
not be left exposed or unprotected. Consult the 
specific instructions for use accompanying this 
product.” 


A public hearing is scheduled for 10 a.m. Dec. 9 in 
Room 532, Federal Trade Commission, 6th & Pennsylvania 
Ave. NW, Washington, DC 20580. For details on the pub- 
lic hearing, write the Special Assistant Director for Rule- 
making at the above address, or call 202-962-0566. 


Details—Federal Register: Aug. 6, page 28292. CoNn- 
SUMER NEws: Aug. 15; Oct. 15, 1972. Send comments to 
Special Assistant Director for Rulemaking, Bureau of 
Consumer Protection, Federal Trade Commission, Wash- 
ington, DC 20580. 


This listing, prepared by Marion Q. Ciaccio, is intended only as summary coverage of selected Federal 
Register items deemed of particular interest to consumers, & it does not affect the legal status or effect of any 
document required or authorized to be published pursuant to Section 5 of Federal Register Act as amended, 44 
U.S.C, 1505. Federal Register is published Monday through Friday (except Federal Government holidays) by 
Office of the Federal Register, National Archives & Records Service, General Services Administration. Sub- 
scription is $5 a month or $45 a year & may be ordered from Superintendent of Documents, Government Print- 
ing Office, Washington, DC 20402. Superintendent also sells copies of Federal Register for 75¢ each, Free copies 


of Federal Register may be available in libraries. 








